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Police officers shot Detective Michael Bennett arrests an infamous Mexican crime lord in a deadly

chase that leaves Bennett's lifelong friend Hughie McDonough dead. From jail, the prisoner vows to

rain epic violence down upon New York City-and to get revenge on Michael Bennett.Judges

murderedTo escape the chaos, Bennett takes his ten kids and their beautiful nanny, Mary

Catherine, on a much-needed vacation to his family's cabin near Newburgh, New York. But instead

of the calm and happy town he remembers from growing up, they step into a nightmare worse than

they could have ever imagined. Newburgh is an inferno of warring gangs, and there's little the

police-or Bennett-can do to keep the children safe.Target: Michael BennettAs violence overwhelms

the state, Bennett is torn between protecting his hometown and saving New York City. A partner in

his investigations, federal prosecutor Tara McLellan, brings him new weapons for the battle-and an

attraction that endangers his relationship with Mary Catherine. A no-holds-barred, pedal-to-the-floor,

action-packed novel, I, Michael Bennett is James Patterson at his most personal and most thrilling

best.
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After my last Michael Bennett (MB) outing (Tick Tock) I was looking forward to, and hoping, that the

next instalment would be ramped up in terms of excitement. As usual with a Patterson I read this

latest one in a day. Irrelevant of whether you love his books, he has that writing genius that keeps

the readers engaged and for me it means literally not putting the book down.In the latest MB we see

the lovely Detective (ooohh I think I have a crush) take on the infamous Crime Lord Manuel Perrine.

As usual the whole Bennett troops are there, all ten children, Michael's Nanny Mary Catherine and

Seamus. I think that alone means that readers become familiar with the family and you grow a

certain attachment to them which keeps fans like me coming back time and time again.

Unfortunately, the stories are not always James Patterson's best but because I love the characters

so much, I tend to overlook that!The story itself is the usual JP style of short sharp chapters with

plenty of action. When Michael and his school friend Hughie, who is also his colleague, try to take

on Perrine the consequences are dire. Michael's whole life is catapulted into danger as Perrine

makes it his mission to destroy Bennett as well as his family. The story trundles along and I couldn't

help but feel that although I loved meeting up with the Bennett crew again the story just wasn't as

strong as it could have been. Yes there was plenty going on with drive by shootings, court room

dramas and assassinations galore, but I just felt it was lacking that certain something. I enjoyed the

personal element of the book and as usual Bennett's love life is as screwed up as ever and I am

really looking forward to what happens next.The ending however is what made the book that bit

better.
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